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Je tedy Kocianka

mistem, kde se tvori vztahy na
cely zivot?
Urcité. Treba jen z lonského
rocniku si doted piSu s Denisem
Ryabolovem z Ameriky,
samoziejmé s Lanou (Zorjan,
laureatka 2022) si piSeme prakticky
porad. V kontaktu jsem taky treba
s Violkou Lukasovou. Drzi ale také
zahranicni  kamaradstvi, dlouho
jsem se bavil pravé s Batbyambou
z Mongolska, na toho jsem se t&sil
kazdy rok. VZzdycky jsem obdivoval,
jak to na Kociance umite spravné
vyslovit napoprvé. Ta soutéz
kazdopadné  vzdycky prinasi
pratelstvi a hlavné dlouhodobé
pratelstvi, které vydrzi.

Prekonavate tak diky hudbeé i
jazykové bariéry?

Urcité, ja navic nejsem extra
talentovany na jazyky, i kdyz mé
bavi. Ale pravé treba diky Lané€, tak
tim, ze si piSeme, volame, setkali
jsme se, tak mé to donutilo zacit
se ucit navic. Abychom si mohli
povidat, a to nejen o hudbé, ale
o véem mozném. To mé& hodné
posunulo.

Kdyz se jeSté zameéfime na
vas lorisky vykon, jak to bylo
s vybérem repertoaru? Byla
Posledni rize 1éta vas napad?

Ja bych se nejdriv vratil k vybéru
skladby v roce 2022, tehdy jsem
hral Cajkovského. A toho jsem
si vybral proto, ze kdyz jsem byl
poprve na Kociance, vyhrala Lucilla
Rose Mariotti, a ta prave hrala
Cajkovského koncert, ktery ja na
jejim laureatském koncerté slysel
poprvé. A tak se mi to moc zalibilo.

A lonsky laureatsky repertoar?

Co se tyce Posledni ruze léta, tak
o té mi zase pan Matéjak vypravel,
Ze s ni titul laureata vyhral pravé

jeho syn. A ja jsem si ji tak zacal
poslouchat a zjistil jsem, ze ano,
je to sice neskutecné tézke, ale ta
melodie je krasng, nadhema. A
tak jsem se pana Maté€jaka a pana
FiSera zeptal, jestli bych ji tedy
nemohl hrat v Usti. Oba to tehdy
mozna troSku vydésilo, ale zkusili
jsme to.

I s prihlédnutim k naroéné
skladbé, byl titul laureata cilem?
Protoze jsem vedél, ze to bude loni
uplné naposled, nastavil jsem si
hlavu tak, ze sito prosté jedu hlavné
uzit. Samozrejmeé jsem sitikal, ze by
Cloveka potésilo, kdyby to opravdu
dopadlo. Protoze by neSlo jen o
ocenéni pro mé, ale ocenil bych
tim predev$im moje rodice, ocenil
bych moje profesory, kteti se mnou
hodiny dreli a pomohli mi. A to se
povedlo.

Je hrani na Kociance v nécem
jiné nez na jinych soutézich,
pripadné koncertech?

Je to jiny. Zrovna na Kociance, tim,
Ze jsem na ni jezdil odmala, uz mé
¢asem znalo dost lidi a preci jenom
jsem sinikdy nechtél udélat ostudu.
Takze ocekavani jsou trosku jinde.

Pomahaji vam v tomhle snazeni i
hudebni vzory? Mate néjaké?
Muzikalnosti je to rozhodne muj
tata, ktery taky hraje na housle. Uz
odmala mi rikal, ze skladba, treba
romanticka, neni vzdycky jenom
o technice, ale Ze do ni muzu dat
i néco svyho. Co si myslim, ze ja
jako muzikant bych tam zahral. A
dal urcité moji profesori, protoze
jsou uzasni, oba vybomni kantori
a predni ucitelé v Cesku. V mém
snazeni ohledné RuZe to byl pak
urcité syn pana Matéjaka a celkové
pak Jascha Heifetz, to je takovy
muj nejvétsi vzor.

V zimé jste si udélal vylet do

Srbska za Lanou Zorjan, spolu jste
pak odehrali dva koncerty. Mate
spole¢né i néjaké dalsi plany?

S Llanou toho mame letos
rozjednaneho  hodné.  Prijede
do Cech, pojede se mnou o
prazdninach na akademii Pavla
Sporcla a potom spolu letime do
Turecka, kde budeme mit koncert
s orchestrem. Takze se wrcité
nebudeme nudit.

Potkavate se takto aktivné i s
nékym dal$im z Kocianky?

Z mezindrodnich ucastniku spise ne,
s ceskymi ano, napriklad s Honzou
Cermanem, Violkou LukaSovou,
Lenkou Filipovou. Prave Violka s
Honzou a par dalSimi ucastniky
se mnou byli na kurzech Vaclava
Hudecka, spousta z nich je take
prazskych, tak se potkavame v Praze,
na koncertech...

Kromé koncertu v Srbsku, co jste
v§echno za posledni rok stihl?

Ja delam vice ruznych veci. Co se
tyce orchestralni hry, byli jsme za
posledni rok treba v Némecku. Mée
to moc bavi, kdyz toho nemam tolik,
tak moc rad takhle s orchestrem
nekam vyjedu, muzu si zahrat veci,
které posloucham. Jako Romeo a
Julie, Osudova, Vltava... prosté to, co
posloucham v metru do sluchatek.
Taky mam moc rad filmovou hudbu,
ta je nadherna. Mam moznost si ji
obcas zahrat v Praze v Rudolfinu.
Myslim si totiz, ze i klasik by se
nemél vazat jen na jeden zanr. Tim,
Ze me to bavi poslouchat, tak jsem
si rikal, ze by bylo fajn, kdyz bych si
alespon jednou za zivot tu symfonii
nebo dané dilo precetl a sam si ho
pak s orchestrem zahral.
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Kromé toho hrajete také s
cimbalkou, ktera je takovym
rodinnym pokladem. Jak to
vSechno zacalo?

Cimbalka mé poji s tim, jak jsem
zacal hrat na housle. Kdyz jsem byl
malej, rodice jezdili hrat, zatimco
mé nekdo hlidal. Ale kdyz uz mi
byly tak tfi Ctyri, tak jsem vyjel
s rodi¢i do Velkého Brezna, kde
se porada kost vin, a ja koukal na
tatu, jak hral na housle, a moc se
mi to libilo. Takze jsem utrhl klacky
z rododendronu, takze kastelan
byl na mé nastvanej, ale ja s nimi
predstiral, ze hraju na housle, a byl
jsem spokojenej. A to vedlo k tomu,
ze mi tata k Sestym narozeninam
koupil housle, zacal se mnou hrat
a pozdéji jsem $el do ZUSky k panu
Matéjakovi.

Takze jste zacal hrat az v Sesti
letech?

Ano. Spousta déti sice hraje
mnohem drive, ale pro mé to
bylo lepsi. Uz jsem nebyl ve véku,
ze bych si chtél jenom hrat, uz
jsem si trochu uvédomoval svoje
povinnosti a umél se na housle
soustredit.

Vase zacatky jsme priblizili, co
chystate do budoucna?
Hledali jsme dalsi
soutézi, abych z toho nevypadl,
takze bych se chtél jet podivat na
soutéz v Polsku a potom takeé v
[talii. Take me ted Skola jmenovala
na Eurovision, takze jsem ted byl
s pani Hajkovou (korepetitorka
Kocianovy houslové soutéze) na
Kaveich horach v Ceské televizi
na takovém castingu. Cekaji mé
koncerty s Lanou, je toho dost.

moznost



So, is Kocianka a place

where relationships are formed
for life?
I'm sure it is. For example, just
from last year's edition, I still write
with Denis Ryabolov from the USA
and, of course, Lana (Zorjan, 2022
laureate), and I text practically
all the time. I'm also in contact
with Viola Lukasova, but a lot of
foreign contestants, too. I've also
had texted with Batbyamba from
Mongolia; 1 looked forward to
seeing him every year. Kocianka
always brings friendships,
exceptionally long-lasting ones.

Do you overcome language
barriers thanks to music?

Yes, definitely. I am not very
talented in languages, though I
do enjoy them. But Lana, texting
and calling with her, and meeting
each other made me start
leaming extra. So we could talk,
not just about music, but about
everything. That's really pushed
me a lot.

What is to be said about your
choice of repertoire last year?
Was Last Rose of Summer your
idea?

Firsty I want to talk about
my choice in 2022, playing
Tchaikovsky. 1 chose that one
because the first time I was at
Kocianka, Lucilla Rose Mariotti
won, and she played the
Tchaikovsky concerto. And I loved
it so much; [ didnt know there
was such a lovely thing until then,
and I've been dying to play it ever
since.

And last
repertoire?
As for The Last Rose of Summer,

year's laureate

Mr. Matéjak told me about it. His
son won the title of Kocianka
laureate with it. I started listening to
the song and found it challenging,
but the melody was beautiful. So I
asked Mr Matéjak and Mr FiSer if 1
could play it. They were both a bit
nervous at the time, but we tried.
And it was great.

Considering the challenging
piece, was the title of laureate the
goal?

[ decided to enjoy it because I
knew it would be the last time at
Kocianka. Of course, it would make
one happy if it actually worked
out. Because it wouldn't just be an
award for me; it would be an award
for my parents and professors who
worked hours with me and helped
me. And that's what happened.

Is playing at Kocianka any
different than other competitions
or concerts?

Its different. At Kocianka in
particular, by going there since I was
a kid, I was already known by quite
a few people over time. And, after
all, I never wanted to embarrass
myself. So, the expectations were a
bit different.

Are your musical role models
helping you in this effort? Do you
have any?

Musically, it's my dad, who also
plays the violin. From a very young
age, he told me that romantic
songs are not always only about
technique but that I can put my
own feelings on them. What [, as
a musician, would play. And then
my professors, because they are
wonderful, both excellent teachers
and leading professors in the
Czechia. In my endeavour with the

Rose, it was Mr Matejék's son. And
overall, Jascha Heifetz is definitely
my biggest role model.

In the winter, you went to Serbia
to see Lana Zorjan and played two
concerts together. Do you have
any other plans?

Lana and [ have a lot lined up this
year. She's coming to Czechia with
me to the Pavel Sporcl Academy
during the holidays, and then
were going to Turkey together,
where we'll have a concert with the
orchestra. So those are our plans so
far.

Do you meet anyone else from
Kocianka?

Of the international participants,
I do not, but with Czech ones, I
do. For example, Honza Cerman,
Violka Lukasova, and Lenka
Filipova. Violka, Honza and a few
other participants were with me
on Vaclav Hudecek's courses;
many are also from Prague, so we
met in Prague at concerts...

Apart from the concerts in Serbia,
what have you done in the last
year?

For example, considering orchestra
playing, we went to Germany. I
really enjoy playing with orchestra
when [ have the time. I can play the
things I'm listening to. Things like
Romeo and Juliet, Fifth Symphony;,
and Vltava are just things I listen to
on the subway with headphones.

[ love film music too; it's beautiful.
[ have the opportunity to play
it sometimes in Prague at the
Rudolfinum. Even a classical
composer shouldnt be tied to one
genre.

-
-

Cimbalka (a traditional Moravian
music band) is a family business
and treasure. How did it all start?
[ associate Cimbalka with the time
[ started playing the violin. When I
was about three or four, I was with
my parents in Velké Brezno, and [
watched my dad play the violin,
which I loved. So I picked sticks
out of a rhododendron, which led
to the castellan being angry with
me, but I pretended to play the
violin with them and was happy.
That led to my dad buying me a
violin for my sixth birthday, and he
started playing with me and later I
went to Mr. Maté&jak.

So, did you start playing at the
age of six?

Many kids start playing much
earlier, but it was better for me. [
was no longer at the age where [
just wanted to play; I was already
aware of my responsibilities and
could concentrate on the violin.

We approached your
beginnings; what are your plans
for the future?

We've been looking for another
opportunity to compete, so I'd
like to attend a competition in
Poland and then also in Italy. Also,
the school has nominated me
for Eurovision, so I was with Mrs.
Hajkova (the accompanist for the
Kocian Violin Competition) at the
Kavéi hory in Czech Television
for a casting. I have concerts with
Lana coming up, there's a lot to do.
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Rok 1984 prepsal déjiny Kocianky. A nadlouho, protoze
nikdo mladsi nez tehdy sedmilety Stefan Milenkovic
soutéz nevyhral predtim ani dosud. Druhy milnik prinesl
jubilejni rok 2018, kdy se srbsky virtuos do Usti s velkou
slavou vratil. A dalsi prisel predloni, protoze laureatsky
titul opét putoval do Srbska. Navic do rukou Lany Zorjan,
se kterou jeji idol nyni spolupracuje.

Po letech soutéz znovu poznala
laureata ze Srbska. Slavili jste?
No jasné! Vsichni jsme za Lanu
byli neskute¢né Stastni. Ja, jeji
rodina, byvali ucitelé, a veérim,
ze i cela zemé! Ona si ocenéni
z tak prestizni soutéze opravdu
zaslouzila. Nejenze se jedna o
velky talent, ale je také ohromné
pracovita. Dava hudbé vsechno,
neustale se vyviji a posouva.
Srbsko je mala zemé s velkym
srdcem. Pokazdé, kdyz nékdo
od nas vyhraje néjaké zasadni
ocenény, je hrdy cely narod.

Jak vypada vasSe soucasna
spoluprace?

Spolupracujeme  velmi  Uzce
a casto, mame nékolik lekci
tydné. Lana studuje vétsi a vetsi
repertoar, zlepSuje svou techniku
a vyraz. Kromé toho uz také
hodné koncertuje a ma medialni
povinnosti, coz pridava naporu,
ktery musi vydrzet. Snazime se
najit balanc. Aby zvladla vse,
co od ni oc¢ekava okoli, ale take
ona sama. Zaroven musi dal
studovat, protoze to je pro jeji
Vyvoj stézejni.

Je Lana vychazejici hvézdou
houslového svéta?

Je tézké odhadnout, jak daleko
to dotdhne. Ale soudé dle jeji

povahy a muzikantskych kvalit ma
vSechny predpoklady k tomu, aby
excelovala ve vSéem, co si zamane.
[ kdyby, z jakéhokoliv duvodu,
méla treba seknout s houslemi,
verim, ze by byla uspésna uplné v
¢emkoliv.

Co z ni déla tak uspésSnou
houslistku?

Je to kombinace nékolika faktort.
Samoziejmé, musite mit talent,
ale Lana je neskute¢né odhodlana
a disciplinovana, jeji pristup je
maximalne zodpovédny. Coz je
zasadni, bez téchto kvalit se nijak
daleko nedostanete. A ona je ma
vSechny! Hodné pak déla take jeji
osobnost, je upfimna, laskava, jeji
spontanni povaha se pak projevi
na podiy, ale i mimo ne.

Je to presné 40 let od vaseho
vitézstvi, vracite se obcas
k néjakému oblibenému
momentu?

Uplné mé $okovalo, Ze uz je to tak
dlouho. Vzdyt ja nemuzu byt tak
stary! Cas opravdu leti. Ale urcitg,
mam velmi silné vzpominky, neni
jich vSak tolik, byl jsem preci jen
opravdu maly. Jednou z véci je
vine soutézni brozury, netusim, co
meé na ni tak uchvatilo. Ale kdykoliv
nekde citim podobnou, okamzité
mé to prenese zpét do Usti.

After quite some time, another
titte went to Serbia. Did you
celebrate?

Of course! We all celebrated and
were extremely happy for her. Me,
her family, her former teacher, and,
I believe, the whole country! This
award from significant competition
was very well deserved. She has
not only a great talent but also a
work ethic. She puts in much hard
work and constantly improves and
evolves. Serbia is a small country
with a big heart. And every time
some of us achieve any significant
result, it is always a matter of pride
for all of us.

What does your current
cooperation look like?

We work closely and frequently, with
more than a few lessons a week.
Lana is covering more repertoire
and improving her technique and
expression. She has more and more
concerts and media obligations,
so all this adds to the load she has
to carry, which takes work. We are
trying to balance all these things. To
achieve everything expected of her
and what she expects from herself
while improving and studying.
Because that is also very, very
important, she needs education to
develop fully as a violinist.

How far do you think Lana will
get? She is arising star...

Well, it is impossible to tell how far
she will get. However, based on
her character and her qualities as
a musician and a person, she has
all the prerequisites to become
successful in anything she decides
to do. Even if she, for any reason,
chooses not to play the violin and
do something different, she will be
great at it.

What makes her a great violinist?
It is a combination of different
things; of course, there is talent,
but she is dedicated, consistent,
disciplined in her practice and
approach. And it is essential
because just talent without these
other qualities doesnt get you
far. She has all of them. And it is
also about her as a person; she is
genuine, and when she performs,
this honesty comes through. It is
visible on stage and also off stage.

It's been precisely 40 years
since your victory. What is your
dearest memory of your time in
Usti?

Wow, I am shocked that it has
been that long. I dont feel that
old! Time flies! I have strong
memories but dont have that
many because I was very young.
[ remember seeing the shadow
of my hands on the floor, and I
just couldnt stop looking at that.
And I remember the smell of the
booklet of the competition; it just
left such a strong impression on
me. And even now, when I smell it
somewhere, it immediately brings
me back to Usti nad Orlici.

Do you follow the news about
Kocianka every year?

Yes, of course I do. I go to
websites and social media and
check out what is happening;
it is always exciting. Following
the competition through the live
stream and seeing and hearing
so mmany incredible violinists
playing their best is great because
competing can bring the best
absolute from young violinists.



Kocianka poslednich let, to nejsou jenom
soutézni vystoupeni. Aby se podarilo
vytvorit pravou houslovou rodinu, tak
jak vyjadril svoje prani na uvod soutéze
predseda porotcti Pavel Sporcl, zatadili
poradatele dalSi spolecne akce. A to
nejen pro soutézici, ale take jejich rodice
a pedagogy. Otevrenych hodin vyuky se
letos ujal pedagog posledniho laureéta

programu byl zarazen rozbor celkem
sedmi vystoupeni. Na mirne pokrocilych i
pokrocilych houslistech predvedl zpusob
své vyuky a v nasledném komentari
osvetlil vychodiska a duvody svych

postupu a nazor pro efektivni vyuku.
Pozitivni je, ze diky usili poradatelt v
Cele s reditelkou KHS Lenskou Lipenskou
mel seminar opet akreditaci ministerstva
Skolstvi.

Uz davno neni Kocianka jen o soutézeni,
cilem poradatelu je takeé ucastnikim pobyt
maximalne zprijemnit. Jednou z oblibenych
doplrikovych aktivit je soutézni orchestr, do
kterého se kromeé ucastniki KHS zapojuji
také zaci mistnich umeéleckych Skol. Zarazen
byl i do programu 66. rocniku a tentokrat
nacvicoval pod vedenim zkusené dirigentky
Miluse Barvinkové prevazné skladby
uspesneého skladatele filmové hudby Johna
Williamse. Vedouci orchestru Decapoda

od stredy do patku vzdy v odpolednich
hodinach pilovala s mladymi houslisty
ustredni melodii Jurského parku a take
Pochod z filmu Dobyvatelé ztraceneé archy.
Z Klasického repertoaru byl letos zarazen
Bachuv Air.

Velka chvile soutézniho orchestru prijde
na slavnostnim koncertu vitézu v sobotu
Ctvrtého kvétna. Jeho vystoupenti se solisty
Pavlem Sporclem a lauredtem 66. KHS
slavnostni ceremonial zahéji.
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